
PRESS RELEASE

T H E  M E L L Y S :  A N  A W A R D S  C E L E B R A T I O N
H O N O R I N G  A R T ’ S  U N S E E N  H E R O E S

Kunstinstituut Melly launches The MELLYs
the inaugural edition of our awards celebration honoring 

the often-unseen contributors who make the art ecosystem thrive. 

Each award carries a €25,000 prize to honor 
the often-unseen dedication, skill, and imagination that sustain the cultural sector.

The inaugural edition will take place on Thursday, 27 November 2025, 
as part of Melly’s 35th anniversary celebrations. 

The evening program consists of a reception in Riet Wijnen's Suitcase Economy, 
a seated three-course dinner designed as a shared experience, 

 performances by donna Kukama and the Unemployed Airhostesses, 
a DJ set by Jollyfish, 

scenography by Loui Meeuwissen, 
moderated by Evita de Roode,

an After Party and more.

THE MELLYS CELEBRATE THREE KEY ROLES IN THE ARTS ECOSYSTEM:

MAKER BEHIND THE MAKER AWARD  
HONORING THE CRAFTSPEOPLE, FABRICATORS, AND PRODUCERS WHOSE EXPERTISE

BRING ARTISTIC VISIONS TO LIFE.

BEHIND THE LENS AWARD 
RECOGNIZING PHOTOGRAPHERS AND DOCUMENTERS WHO CAPTURE AND SHARE THE

CREATIVE PROCESS, PRESERVING ARTISTIC LEGACIES.

VISIONARY 010 AWARD 
CELEBRATING ROTTERDAM-BASED CULTURAL LEADERS WHOSE LONG-TERM IMPACT

SHAPES THE CITY’S ARTISTIC LANDSCAPE.

P R E S S  R E L E A S E ,  2 2  O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5

https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/programs/8654-the-mellys-a-new-awards-celebration-spotlighting-art-s-unseen
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8697-maker-behind-the-maker-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8698-the-behind-the-lens-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8698-the-behind-the-lens-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8696-visionary-010-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8696-visionary-010-award


M A K E R  B E H I N D  T H E  M A K E R  AW A R D
H o n o r i n g  t h e  c r a f t s p e o p l e ,  f a b r i c a t o r s ,  a n d  p r o d u c e r s  w h o s e  e x p e r t i s e  b r i n g

a r t i s t i c  v i s i o n s  t o  l i f e .

JURY
A m i r a  G a d  —  C u r a t o r  M u s e u m  B o i j m a n s  Va n  B e u n i n g e n

C h a r l y  v a n  R e s t  —  W i n n e r  o f  t h e  M a k e r  b e h i n d  t h e  M a k e r  Aw a r d  2 0 2 1 ,
e x p e r i m e n t a l  a r t i s t

R o n  B e r n s t e i n  —  A r t i s t  a n d  H e a d  o f  M a t e r i a l  M a t t e r s  L a b ,  
J a n  v a n  E y c k  A c a d e m i e

NOMINEES
E g b e r t h  T h o m a s  ( I n n a V i s i o n s ) ,  K e e s  R e e d i j k ,  A l b e r t  S e u b r i n g ,  I v o  v a n
S t i p h o u t ,  V i c t o r i a  Z y n w a l a ,  Va n  Te t t e r o d e  S t u d i o ,  C l i m  S c h o t s ,  O d e d

R i m o n ,  N e l l  D o n k e r s ,  H a n n a h  R o s e  W h i t t l e ,  N i e l s  d e  B a k k e r,  
M a y a  B e r k h o f ,  S o t i r i s  d e  W i t  

B E H I N D  T H E  L E N S  AW A R D  
( F O R M E R L Y  T H E  B E RR Y  K O E D A M  AW A R D )

R e c o g n i z i n g  p h o t o g r a p h e r s  a n d  d o c u m e n t e r s  w h o  c a p t u r e  a n d  s h a r e  t h e
c r e a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  p r e s e r v i n g  a r t i s t i c  l e g a c i e s .

JURY
F e m k e  R o t t e v e e l  —  D i r e c t o r,  F O TO D O K

M a r i e k e  W i e g e l  —  A r t i s t i c  D i r e c t o r,  G r o t e  K e r k  B r e d a
M a t t h e w  A n t e z z o  —  f o r m e r  A r t  &  C u l t u r e  M a n a g e r  a t  P o l a r o i d

A m s t e r d a m ,  a r t i s t  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h y  s p e c i a l i s t

NOMINEES
M a a r t e n  N a u w,  J a r i  N u n o ,  C h r i s  B e c h e r,  N a e m a  K h a l i f ,  G i g i  K r a a n

V I S I O N A R Y  0 1 0  AW A R D  
C e l e b r a t i n g  R o t t e r d a m - b a s e d  c u l t u r a l  l e a d e r s  w h o s e  l o n g - t e r m  i m p a c t  s h a p e s  t h e  c i t y ’ s

a r t i s t i c  l a n d s c a p e .

JURY
S a s k i a  v a n  S t e i n  —  A r t i s t i c  &  M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r,  I A B R ;  c o - H e a d  M A C r i t i c a l  I n q u i r y

L a b ,  D e s i g n  A c a d e m y  E i n d h o v e n
A r u n a  Ve r m e u l e n  —  W i n n e r  o f  t h e  V i s i o n a r y  Aw a r d  2 0 2 1 ,  

c o - f o u n d e r  a n d  D i r e c t o r,  H i p h o p h u i s
J o e l  F e r d i n a n d u s  —  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r,  R o t t e r d a m  P a r t n e r s

NOMINEES
K a m i e l  Ve r s c h u r e n ,  V i r g i l  M o r e n o ,  J e a n n e  v a n  H e e s w i j k ,  A s h  K i l m a r t i n ,  L u k a s

S i m o n i s ,  S h a r i n e  R i j s e n b u r g ,  S u z e  v a n  B o h e m e n ,  C h e r y  S a l i n a s ,  L e a n a  B o v e n ,
S a m a n t h a  R o d r i g u e s ,  M a l i q u e  M o h a m u d  &  N a c o r  M a r t i n a /  T h e  N i t e s h o p

A  V I TA L  F U N D RA I S E R  F O R  F U T U R E  PR O G RA M M I N G
B e y o n d  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  T h e  M E L LY s  s e r v e  a s  a  k e y  f und ra i se r  f o r  K u n s t i n s t i t u u t  M e l l y.
P r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e  e v e n i n g  w i l l  d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ’ s  2 0 2 6  p r o g r a m m i n g ,

i n c l u d i n g  a  m a j o r  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  o f  M o s h e k w a  L a n g a ,  
e n s u r i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  b o l d  a n d  s o c i a l l y  e n g a g e d  a r t  p r o j e c t s

https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8697-maker-behind-the-maker-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8656-meet-the-jury-the-maker-behind-the-maker-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8715-meet-the-nominees-visionary-010-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8698-the-behind-the-lens-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8698-the-behind-the-lens-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8698-the-behind-the-lens-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8686-meet-the-jury-the-behind-the-lens-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8722-meet-the-nominees-behind-the-lens-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8696-visionary-010-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8696-visionary-010-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8692-meet-the-jury-the-visionary-010-award
https://www.kunstinstituutmelly.nl/en/connect/8715-meet-the-nominees-visionary-010-award


P H O T O  C A P T I O N S
Aw a r d s  c e r e m o n y  2 0 2 4 ,  K u n s t i n s t i t u u t  M e l l y,  P h o t o g r a p h e r  L i z a  W o l t e r s

PR E S S  C O N TA C T S
F o r  m o r e  p r e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d / o r  p h o t o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l ,  p l e a s e

c o n t a c t  K u n s t i n s t i t u u t  M e l l y ’ s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t :  
L u i s  B r a c a m o n t e s  ,  l u i s @ k u n s t i n s t i t u u t m e l l y. n l ,  

L o l a  d e n  D u n n e n ,  l o l a @ k u n s t i n s t i t u u t m e l l y. n l ;
p r e s s @ k u n s t i n s t i t u u t m e l l y. n l .  

 I n  c a s e  o f  p u b l i c a t i o n  p l e a s e  m e n t i o n :  i n f o  + 3 1  ( 0 )  1 0  4 11  0 1 4 4 ,
w w w. k u n s t i n s t i t u u t m e l l y. n l  

o p e n i n g  h o u r s :  We d n e s d a y s  –  S u n d a y s  11 : 0 0  –  1 8 : 0 0  h r s ,  
F r i d a y s  d u r i n g  t h e  K u n s t a v o n d  u n t i l  2 1 : 0 0  h r s .

 
K u n s t i n s t i t u u t  M e l l y  i s  R o t t e r d a m ’s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r t  a n d  t h e o r y  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

S i n c e  i t s  f o u n d i n g  i n  1 9 9 0 ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r e s e n t i n g  a n d
c o m m i s s i o n i n g  t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g  e x h i b i t i o n s ,  p u b l i c  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l

i n i t i a t i v e s .  W i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  e m e r g i n g  a n d  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  p r a c t i c e s ,
K u n s t i n s t i t u u t  M e l l y  p r o v i d e s  a  v i t a l  p l a t f o r m  f o r  d i a l o g u e  a n d  a r t i s t i c

e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n ,  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s o c i a l  f a b r i c  o f  R o t t e r d a m  a n d
c o n n e c t e d  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  

F o l l o w  K u n s t i n s t i t u u t  M e l l y  o n  w w w. k u n s t i n s t i t u u t m e l l y. n l  
|  F a c e b o o k  |  T i k To k  |  Yo u Tu b e  |  I n s t a g r a m

A B O U T  K U N S T I N S T I T U U T  M E L L Y

PA R T N E R S

S P O N S O R

https://www.google.com/search?q=kuns+instituut+melly&rlz=1C5CHFA_enNL1158NL1158&oq=kuns+instituut+melly&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTISCAEQLhgNGK8BGMcBGIAEGI4FMgkIAhAAGA0YgAQyCAgDEAAYDRgeMggIBBAAGA0YHjIGCAUQRRg8MgYIBhBFGDwyBggHEEUYPNIBCDkyNTNqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://dekunstavond.nl/en/program/
https://www.facebook.com/kunstinstituutmelly/?locale=nl_NL
https://www.tiktok.com/@kunstinstituutmelly
https://www.youtube.com/@KunstinstituutMelly
https://www.instagram.com/kunstinstituutmelly/

