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The Goblets, 2022.

Did you know that there are a lot of different bacteria living in your body? Bacteria 
are micro-organisms, and you need a microscope to see them. For the artist  
Ane Graff, it is beautiful that our body lives together with all of these different 
bacteria and that we as humans are part of a big world that we can’t see with  
our eyes. The art pieces by Ane Graff and on display at Kunstinstituut Melly are 
about bacteria and other microscopic things in our surroundings that are not  
good for us and that can make us sick. To make these art pieces, the artist works 
together with scientifc researchers. These people work in a laboratory and 
research things such as how bacteria grow and develop in relation to oneself. 

Ane Graff



Goblets

The Goblets, 2022.

The art pieces you see on 
the picture next to this text 
are called Goblets. This is  
an old English word for cup.  
If you look closer you will see 
that the drinks in the cups  
are not made for drinking 
but to look at. The drinks 
exist out of bacteria that 
the artist received from 
researchers. The artist 
combined these bacteria 
with different materials like 
dust from the street, dyes 
that are used in candy and 
medication combined with 
a special fluid. The bacteria 
in the cups started growing 
because of this special 
combination of materials. 
This is how these all these 
beautiful colors and forms 
originate. 

If you have a good look at 
the art pieces you will see 
the cups are sealed with a 
pudding like layer. This layer 
keeps the bacteria safe and 
locked. Some of the bacteria 
in the art pieces are still 
growing and sometimes 
they even break through the 
layer. The art pieces have the 
names of diseases related to 
the brain. The artist would 
like to show us how what we 
eat or breathe influences our 
brain and therefore on our 
mental health. The tables 
which hold the cups are also 
part of the art pieces. 

1.
Look carefully at the cups 
and choose one that draws 
your attention. Make a 
drawing of the content in  
the circle next to this text. 



Past, present and future

The Brain – Cardiovascular Axis (The Heart Brain Pain), 2022.
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Next to this text you see a 
photo of the art piece titled: 
The Brain Cardiovascular 
Axis (The Heart Brain Pain). 
With this art piece the artist 
likes to show u show sad 
events that you experience as  
a human are stored in your 
body. The heart is playing a 
big role in this process and 
ensures that the sadness 
can fnd its way out of the 
body. When you cry or talk 
about your grief it can help 
to express the sadness.  
The art pieces show us a 
heart and also brains and 
our nervous system. 

Look carefully at the image 
of the art piece.

2a.
Circle what you think is the 
heart and the brain in the 
art piece.

2b.
Which of these materials  
do you think the artist  
has used to make this art 
piece? Circle.



3c.
Write down in the shape 
below the color that you think 
fts your bacteria the best.

3d.
Choose from the next page 
one of the shapes that you 
think fts your bacteria the 
best, and cut this shape out 
with a scissors. 

Making bacteria

Staphylococcus bacteria

Next to this text you fnd 
a picture of a unicellular 
bacteria, enlarged by a 
microscope. A microscope is 
a kind of a magnifying glass 
that can enlarge stuff ten 
till thousand times. Most 
bacteria that we carry in our 
body can be found on your 
skin or in your intestines. 
They are very important 
because they make sure that 
other dangerous bacteria 
don’t get a chance to grow in 
our bodies and make us sick. 
Your body need these good 
bacteria to stay healthy. 

A lot of different kind of 
bacteria live in the human 
body, some are good and 
help to prevent you from 
getting sick. Like for example 
a wound in which the dirt of 
the street has settled.
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Now we are going to design 
and make our own bacteria. 
This will be your personal 
bacteria.

3a.
Choose one word from the 
list of words in the next to 
this text, and write it down in 
the column which says 3a on 
the next page. 

3b.
Chose from the column a 
super-power that fts you 
bacteria. You can also design 
one yourself. Write down  
the super-power in the 
column which says 3b on  
the next page.

my bacteria  
is immortal

my bacteria 
can crawl 

through skin

my bacteria 
can change 
into water

my bacteria 
is invisible 

my bacteria 
is/can

3b. superpower:3a. my bacteria is:



3e.
On this page you now 
fnd the most important 
characteristics of your 
bacteria. With these 
characteristics and the 
shape you cut out, you 
may now make a drawing, 
painting or collage of 
your bacteria. If you are 
fnished you can make a 
picture of your art piece 
and send it to activiteiten@
kunstinstituutmelly.nl.  
We will place your art 
piece on our website. You 
can already have a look by 
clicking this button. 

Concept & Development: Emmelie Mijs 
Design: Loes Verstappen
Photography: Kristien Daem

© 2022 Kunstinstituut Melly, Rotterdam. 
Kunstinstituut Melly is supported by 
Gemeente Rotterdam and Ministerie van 
OCW. This exhibition is commissioned 
by Stichting Ammodo, Office for 
Contemporary Art Norway, OSL 
Contemporary. 

Kunstinstituut Melly
Witte de Withstraat 50
NL-3012 BR Rotterdam

3a. My bacteria is (characteristic):

3
b

. M
y 

ba
ct

eri
a is

/can (super power): 
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Making bacteria
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